Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness
Action Alert May 3rd, 2010

ACTION: Call yourstate Representative: No Cuts to General Assistance or
Minnesota Family Investment Program (welfare to work

Contact your Repr esentative: Let them know that there should be NO cutsto MFIP or General
Assistance. Watch these two videosthat illustrate the impact GA and MFIP cuts will have on low income
folks and feel freeto passalongto your legislator.

http://www.youtube.conv user/stsephensmpl s09

http://www.youtube.com/watcha/=_9hD_6t42T0

Whom to Call: Contact your staterepresentativetoday. If you do not know whothat isor his or her
contact information, it takes less than 30 seconds to find out at http://www.gis.leg.mn/mapserver/didricts.

Taking points:

o Unemployment rates among low wage workers are at depression-leves: But only half the
unemployed workers in Minnesota qualify for unemployment insurance coverage. Sate data shows
that most parents who enroll on cash ass stance have recently lost jobs.

e General Assstanceand MFIP arenot budget-busters: Minnesota has not increased the amount
of assistance it offersin those two programs since 1986. Together they account for only one half of
1% of state general fund spending.

e Making sure people surviveisthe key function of the safety net. The meager assistance available
through GA and MFIP are how people pay medical co-pays, contribute to rent, buy clothing, bus
tickets, etc.

Background | nfor mation:

Minnesota has log record numbers of jobs in this recession. Jobseekers outnumber the available jobs by
more than 9 to 1. And even before the recession, Minnesota has watched the number of children in deep
poverty grow.

Every member of the Minnesota House of Representatives needsto hear from her or hisown
constituentsthat there should be no cutsto Gener al Asdstance or the M innesota Family I nvestment
Program.

General Assigance and MFIP are the core of what is left of the safety net: bare-bones income assistance to
very low income Minnesotans unable to find work or unable to work because of sriousillness or disability.
(General Assistance provides $203 a month to adults who are seriously ill, disabled and

unemployable. MFIP provides income assigance to families with children; a family of threereceives $532 a
month. Almast 50,000 of the poores children in the state rely on MFIP and its related programs.)

The Governor proposed eliminating General Assistance and ending MFIP and child care assistance to more
than 7000 families on M HP with disabled parents or children. The House has proposed cutting the deep
poverty level assistance for familieson MFIP, cutting the funding for creating short-term skill building jobs
and cutting servicesto families on MFIP.



